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Summer Newsletter 2015

“Joy is the serious  
business of heaven” 

CRU
CRU is a caring community passionate about connecting people to Jesus Christ. Their purpose is helping to fulfill the 
Great Commission in the power of the Holy Spirit by winning people to faith in Jesus Christ, building them in their 
faith and sending them to win and build others. Cru was originally founded as Campus Crusade for Christ in 1951, 
when Bill and Vonette Bright began the ministry on the UCLA campus. God had given Bill a vision portraying the total 
fulfillment of the Great Commission throughout the world.

Today CRU offers spiritual guidance, resources and programs for people all over the world. These include: engaging 
thousands of actively involved students on more than 1,140 college campuses nationwide; partnerships with more than 
1,700 churches and organizations; spiritual enrichment programs with some 20 professional sports teams; marriage 
and parenting programs reaching a weekly audience of 1.5 million and 60,000 conference attendees each year. CRU 
also provides spiritual support for more than 900 leaders and presidential appointees in the White House, Capitol Hill, 
the Pentagon, and foreign embassies. CRU now has growing ministries in almost every country in the world. 

We are privileged to be a Partner in the Gospel with CRU again this summer!

We are full of joy to welcome 46 college students and 18 staff members 
here in Seaside Park for the third annual Jersey Shore Summer Project. 
Many people don’t know anything about CRU so we thought it wise to 
tell you something about this amazing ministry. 

FEATURED SUMMER CONCERT: THE SKYLINE BOYS 
SUNDAY, JUNE 7th at 6:00 pm
The Skyline Boys were formed in 1995 at the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, at the beginning of the famous 
Skyline Drive. Dennis Powers, felt a calling to organize a group that would present the message of God’s love through 
Southern Gospel Music. Over the years, the Skyline Boys have appeared all over the country and have made a name 
on television and radio. Though the members have changed the message has stayed the same. The priority has 
always been to bring the plan of salvation to the lost and to uplift fellow Christians. They count the many who have 
given their lives to Christ through their ministry as the greatest blessing of all. Join us in the Union Church sanctuary 
for an evening of great music and fellowship - and make sure to come early to get a good seat!

A free will offering will be taken for the “Boys”.
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SUMMER PROGRAMS
Sunday Worship Services* - 8:00 & 9:30 am (Beginning May 17th)

*Nursery area available for families with young children/babies in the Sterling Room if needed.  
A live stream of the service will be available to view in the room. 

Coffee Hour - 8:45 & 10:30 am - Fellowship Hall (following each worship service)

Does Prayer Really Work? - Wednesdays 6:00-7:00 pm (four weeks beginning May 27th) 
Prayer is a frequent theme in Scripture, but people often struggle with questions about the purpose, 
practice and power of prayer. Is this invisible God just a magic genie in heaven who gives me what I 
want? Does God really want to hear from me, and if so, how does He talk back? If God already knows 
everything, what’s the point of praying? Why doesn’t God always answer my prayers? Over four 
powerful sessions, we’ll explore these tough questions and hear people share how prayer impacted 
the tough situations they were facing.

Proverbs for Women - Thursdays 11:00 am-12:00 pm - Sterling Room (Beginning May 21th)
Life is about choices. How should we lead our families? How should we manage our finances? 
How should we handle relationships? God’s Word provides the answers. The book of Proverbs 
contains the greatest collection of wisdom ever recorded, written by one of the wisest men who 
ever lived. This study takes a fresh look at Proverbs and offers practical insights for making 
sound choices in every area of life. 

Vacation Bible School for School Age Kids - Sundays 9:30 am - Fellowship Hall (Beginning 
June 21st). This year the our program will focus on God’s mercy and salvation through the 
story of Jonah. The story of Jonah is so much more than a miraculous fish tale. It is about a 
reluctant prophet and our merciful God who doesn’t give up on his children or plan for their 
lives. We are excited to dive into this study and end the summer with a special presentation 
performed by the kids!

Women’s Ministries - The ladies of Women’s Ministries will host their annual Ice Cream 
Social for Women on Saturday, June 27th at 2:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

Men’s Breakfast - The men of the church meet for breakfast monthly at The Dock in 
Seaside Heights. Join us at 8:30 am on the following Saturdays in the summer: June 13th, 
July 11th and August 8th.

Fellowship Dinners - Join us at 6:00 pm on the third Friday of each month for our “potluck” 
style dinners. Bring a dish to share and join in the fun and fellowship. 

Food Pantry - Through our Food Pantry ministry, we offer prayer and encouragement, a 
gift card for A&P and three days worth of non-perishable food (including fruit, vegetables 
and protein). This summer’s Food Pantry will be held from 10:00-11:30 am on the following 
Mondays: June 29th, July 27th and August 24th.

Leaving a Legacy - Clive Staples 
Lewis (1898-1963) former Oxford 
Professor, Christian apologist, lay 
theologian of now legendary status. 

His apologetic work, Mere Christianity, 
remains a top five apologetic for the 

Christian faith and his children’s books, 
The Chronicles of Narnia, continue to teach 

the Christian faith in a powerful way. Last 
year marked the 50th year of C.S. Lewis’s 

death and in honor of his legacy here 
are some of his best quotes: “I believe in 

Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: 
not only because I see it, but because by it I 

see everything else.”-“If we find ourselves with a 
desire that nothing in this world can satisfy, the most 

probable explanation is that we were made for another 
world.”-“The Christian does not think God will love us 

because we are good, but that God will make us good 
because He loves us.”-“To be a Christian means to forgive 
the inexcusable because God has forgiven the inexcusable 
in you.”-“Joy is the serious business of heaven.” 

Did You Know that the Union Church of Seaside Park financially supports  
the following Christian Missions and local Charities?

America’s Keswick - Whiting, NJ

Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Ocean County

Compassion International

CRU - Campus Crusade for Christ, USA 

 Joey and Jen Sforza -  
 Rutgers University

 Adam and Alicia Penning -  
 University of Wisconsin

 Charlie and Abbie Schaller -  
 University of Iowa

Frontier Nursing

Gideons  - Ocean County 

Hometown Heroes

Hunters Helping the Hungry

Interfaith Hospitality Network of  
Ocean County 

Jersey Shore Rescue Mission -  
Asbury Park, NJ

Mil Casa Project - Guatemala

 Jack and Suzie Townsend 

Ocean Harbor House

Ocean of Love for Children of Cancer

Pioneers USA - North Africa

 John and Cynthia Dooley 

Samaritan’s House 

Urban Lifesource Connection

World Vision

Wounded Warrior Project


